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U.S. Small Business Administration



             Disaster  News

                                                 Loans for Homeowners, Renters and Businesses of all Sizes
                                                                                  SBA Disaster Assistance – Field Operations Center- East – 101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 700, Atlanta, GA 30303

Release Date:  January 8, 2008
                                          Contacts:   Michael Lampton
Release Number: 08-180, IN 11120
                                             Phone:     404-331-0333
THREE DAYS LEFT TO GET ONE-ON-ONE ASSISTANCE;

SBA URGES RETURN OF LOAN APPLICATIONS 
ATLANTA – The U.S. Small Business Administration urges Lake County residents and business owners to visit the Disaster Loan Outreach Centers for assistance.  SBA’s Customer Service Representatives are available at the Centers until the close of business Thursday, January 10 to answer questions and provide one-on-one assistance with completing the applications. 

The SBA also encourages those victims who received applications to return the completed applications as quickly as possible, even if they have insurance.  Residents may continue to register with FEMA by calling 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) until January 29, 2008.
The Centers are located in the following communities and are open 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. until the close of business January 10, 2008.
Gary Sanitary District Building


Hobart Parks Department – Annex Building

839 Broadway, First Floor



18 East Old Ridge Road

Gary, IN  46402




Hobart, IN  46342

Civic Center (Blue Room)
5825 S. Sohl Avenue

Hammond, IN  46320

 “We want to express our sincere gratitude to the staffs of all three locations,” said Frank Skaggs, Director of Disaster Field Operations Center East.  “By providing facilities for our Disaster Loan Outreach Centers, they have helped disaster victims in their community.  We deeply appreciate their generosity.”

Disaster loans up to $200,000 are available to homeowners to repair or replace damaged or destroyed real estate.  Homeowners and renters are eligible up to $40,000 to repair or replace damaged or destroyed personal property. Businesses of any size and private non-profit organizations may borrow up to $1.5 million to repair or replace damaged or destroyed real estate, machinery and equipment, inventory, and other business assets.  
 
For small businesses, the SBA offers Economic Injury Disaster Loans to help meet working capital needs caused by the disaster.  The EIDL assistance is available regardless of whether the business suffered any property damage.
Anyone unable to visit the Centers may obtain an application by calling the SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired), Monday through Friday from
 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. EST.  Business loan applications can be downloaded from www.sba.gov.  Completed applications should be returned to the Centers or mailed to:  U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, Texas 76155.  
The filing deadline to return applications for physical property damage is January 29, 2008.  The deadline to return economic injury applications is September 1, 2008.  

###
For more information about the SBA’s Disaster Loan Programs, visit our website at www.sba.gov.
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