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SBA CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTER REPRESENTATIVES ARE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST BUSINESSES AFFECTED BY THE FIRE IN NORTH CAROLINA
ATLANTA – The U.S. Small Business Administration is encouraging small businesses affected by the fire in Mitchell County, North Carolina to contact SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 
(1-800-877-8339 for the hearing impaired) Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., for assistance in applying for Economic Injury Disaster Loans. These working capital loans are for paying debts, accounts payable, and other bills that could have been paid had the disaster not occurred. These loans are not intended to replace lost sales or profits.
“Providing assistance is an important part of what we do to assist victims recovering from a disaster. In order to start this process they must submit an SBA Disaster Loan application to us,” said Frank Skaggs, Director of SBA Field Operations Center East.

Small businesses located in the counties of Avery, McDowell, Mitchell and Yancey in the State of North Carolina and the counties of Carter and Unicoi in the State of Tennessee are eligible to apply to SBA for these disaster loans.
Eligible small businesses may qualify for loans up to $1.5 million. Interest rates are available at 4 percent with loan terms up to 30 years.  SBA determines eligibility for the program based on the size and type of business and its financial resources.  Loan amounts and terms are set by SBA and are based upon each applicant’s financial condition.  

Applications and program information are available by calling the SBA’s Customer Service Center at 
1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing impaired) Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (EDT).   For further information on the qualifications for this loan, or to download the SBA Disaster Business Loan application, visit our website at: www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance. Completed applications should be mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Ft. Worth, TX. 76155.

Completed loan applications must be returned to SBA no later than May 22, 2008.
###

For more information about the SBA’s Disaster Loan Programs, visit our web site at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance.
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