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Release Date:   June 8, 2007                                                                                Contact: Mark Ihenacho
Release Number: 07-442, ME 10871/10872                                                         Phone: 404-347-3771
SBA Assistance Still Available; Disaster Recovery Centers Transition to Loan Outreach Centers
SCARBOROUGH, Maine - The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announces today that FEMA Disaster Recovery Centers are transitioning into SBA Disaster Loan Outreach Centers in Cumberland, Lincoln, Oxford, and York counties.  The SBA staff at these Centers will continue to assist the disaster victims that received damage from the severe storms and flooding April 15-23, 2007.

The establishment of these Centers demonstrates the agency’s commitment to ensure that every qualified individual and business receive the help they need to recover from this disaster.  “Assisting individuals to recover from a disaster is our primary mission.  Therefore, we are encouraging those affected by this disaster to visit any of the Centers below and obtain individual assistance with their applications from our representatives,” said Frank Skaggs, Director of SBA Field Operations Center East.  
SBA is also encouraging those victims receiving applications to return the completed applications as quickly as possible.
The Centers are located in the following communities and open as indicated:

          SBA Disaster Loan Outreach Centers 
Opens Monday, June 11
Cumberland County


Oxford County
Portland Arts & Tech High School


Oxford County Courthouse
196 Allen Avenue


26 Western Avenue
Portland, ME 04103                                                                South Paris, ME 04281

Open: Monday-Friday; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.


Open: Monday-Friday; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Lincoln County





York County
Coastal Enterprises, Inc.




York County Community College
36 Water Street





112 College Drive

Wiscasset, ME 04578





Wells, ME 04090
Open: Monday-Friday; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.


Open: Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

         

                                                                        Friday; 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
SBA urges anyone who has not registered for assistance to call FEMA at 1-800-621-FEMA (3362), regardless of the status of any insurance claim.  FEMA will refer you to the agency(s) best able to meet your disaster-related needs.
-more-
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Assistance Available:  Disaster Recovery Centers Transition to Loan Assistance Centers 

Anyone unable to visit one of the Centers may obtain an application by calling the SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired), Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. EDT.  Business loan applications can also be downloaded from the SBA website at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance. Completed applications should be returned to one of the Centers or mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX. 76155.

The deadline for returning applications for physical property damage is July 9, 2007; the deadline to return economic injury applications is February 11, 2008.

# # #
For more information about the SBA’s Disaster Loan Programs, visit our website at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance.
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