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New Magazine Speaks to Biker Boyz 
New York, NY— In creating Urban Biker Magazine the goal for Publisher-‘N-Chief, 

“Carl B,” was to fill a lifestyle and entertainment niche in the motorcycle-enthusiast market.  Based upon the magazine’s growing circulation and ad revenues, he’s doing just that with his recently launched periodical.
Carl Brody launched the first edition of Urban Biker in the summer of 2004 after three years of conceptualization, research and planning.  The quarterly magazine has since grown to a circulation of 30,000 from 5,000 and can be found at major outlets around New York City including Barnes 

& Noble, Walden Books and Tower Records.  In addition to New York the magazine is sold throughout the country and in Canada.  A deal to distribute through select Wal-Marts is also in 
the works.
A Queens, New York native, Brody studied at the University of South Carolina to obtain his bachelor’s degree in marketing communications.  While at school he attended the annual Black Biker Week events in nearby Myrtle Beach.  His marketing sense kicked in when he realized that although there were plenty of periodicals about biker culture being offered at the events, there were no magazines that “spoke” specifically to urban bikers.  
Although he returned to New York and worked in the social services field, Brody knew that developing a magazine to specifically target inner-city bikers was his calling.  As he set about putting his business plan together, business confidante and girlfriend Elaine Ghrael suggested he check out the free SCORE business counseling she had heard about.  SCORE, a resource of the U.S. Small Business Administration, consists of successful business executives who volunteer their time to counsel small business owners and aspiring entrepreneurs.
Brody hooked up with SCORE’s Max Wagner, a successful former manufacturer and distributor, who provided Brody with business guidance to help polish his slick publication.  Wagner offered tips in the areas of distribution, delegation of work, photography and writing.  He also referred Brody to former SCORE counselor Gail Lieberman, now with Rudder Capital, where he obtained additional tips on publishing.  Wagner also helped Brody secure a $45,000 loan from Business Loan Express which was guaranteed by the SBA.  “Max Wagner went above and beyond his role as a SCORE counselor to help UBM succeed,” said Brody.  “For that I’ll always be grateful.”   
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UBM now has five employees and turned its first profit with this year’s spring issue.  As Brody continues to crisscross the country, networking and promoting his magazine, he offers a tip to other start-up entrepreneurs, “There will always be ups and downs in business but you have to be strong and surround yourself with like-minded people.”  That’s a message to which biker boyz 
can relate.  
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