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SBA Disaster Loans Available For
Drought Relief

Federal disaster loans are available to small businesses located in the State of North
Carolina as a result of drought and high temperatures that occurred January 1, 2007
and continuing.

Under this declaration, SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan program is available to
Mark your calendar; farm-related and nonfarm-related small business concerns and small agricultural coop-
eratives that suffered financial losses as a direct result of this disaster. Farmers and
Small Business Week 2008 anchers are not eligible to apply to SBA but nurseries are eligible to apply for
economic injury disaster loans for losses caused by drought conditions.

April 21 - 25

. These loans are available to small businesses located in all counties in the State of
Events and news will be North Carolina with the exception of Currituck, Dare, Hyde and Tyrrell. Eligible small
published in upcoming businesses may qualify for loans up to $1.5 million. These loans are available at a 4
newsletters. percent interest rate with loan terms up to 30 years. SBA determines eligibility for the

program based on the size and type of business and its financial resources. Loan
amounts and terms are set by SBA and are based upon each applicant’s financial
condition. Under this disaster declaration, SBA cannot provide loans to agricultural
producers.

Interested business owners should contact SBA’s Customer Service Center by calling
1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired) Monday through Friday

from 8 am to 9 pm and Saturday from 9 am to 5:30 pm. Loan applications can also be
downloaded from the SBA’s website at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance.
Completed applications should be mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration,
Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

For additional information, contact the SBA Disaster Assistance Customer Service
Center, phone: 1-800-659-2955.

Completed loan applications must be returned to SBA no later than May 12, 2008

Helping small businesses SBA’s December Live Web Chat

start, grow and succeed.

Year-End Tax Savings for Small Business Owners, Thursday, December 20, 2007,
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., ET. Chat participants will receive answers to questions about the
importance of year-end tax preparation and planning for small business owners, as
well as receive tax tips. Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to
www.sba.gov, and clicking “Online Business Chat.”

Your Small Business Resource
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Page 2

CommunityExpress Loan Program Expanded

Are your clients in need of a loan for $5,000, $10,000, $15,000 or more to start or expand their business? The SBA
CommunityExpress Loan program now has additional lenders and Technical Assistance Providers (TAP’s) to meet
their needs.

The CommunityExpress loan program helps small businesses in low to moderate income areas, women, minorities,
and veterans to obtain funding. Loan proceeds must be used exclusively for business related purposes such as:
purchase machinery and equipment, inventory, working capital, and hiring personnel. The borrower must have a
business checking account, and a business plan is required. In addition, the program requires the borrower receive
counseling from a TAP to maximize the potential success of the business being funded. Most TAP’s can provide
workshops and classes to help the borrower develop a business plan.

CommunityExpress Lenders:

Borrego Springs Bank www.borregospringsbank.com
Innovative Bank www.innovativebank.com
Self-Help Credit Union www.self-help.org

Superior Financial Group www.superiorfg.com

Surrey Bank & Trust www.surreybank.com

For a listing of TAP’s and loan workshops go to: www.sba.gov/localresources/district/nc/
nc_communityexpresn.html.

Reminder: “Small Business Days”

The North Carolina District Office is offering “Small Business Days” at the following chambers. “Small Business
Days” will offer chamber members and other small business owners the opportunity to discuss SBA loan programs
with an SBA Marketing and Outreach Specialist. The Chamber will schedule the appointments for the business
owners.

Location Day Hours Phone Number
Cary Third Wednesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 919-467-1016
Charlotte Fourth Tuesday 9a.m.-4p.m. 704-344-6563
Gastonia Third Tuesday 9a.m.-1p.m. 704-864-2621
Greensboro First Tuesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 336-510-1234
828-328-6000
Hickory Second Tuesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. X224
Mooresville First Thursday 9a.m.-2p.m. 704-664-3898
Salisbury Fourth Wednesday 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 704-633-4221
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Active Lender Rankings FY 2008 YTD: October 1, 2007 — November 30, 2007

7(a) 504 Participation 504 Participation
Lender Approvals Gross 7(a) $'s Loans $'s

Superior Financial Group 421 $ 340,000

BB&T 33| 9% 7,364,400 2 $ 1,675,000
Bank of America 25| $ 974,900

Innovative Bank 13| $ 255,000

Self Help Credit Union 121 % 585,000

Capital One Bank 9] $ 315,000

Surrey Bank & Trust 9| $ 813,000

PNC Bank 71 $ 2,097,800 1 $ 349,000
Capital One 6| 9% 295,000

Bank of Granite 5[ 9% 508,000 1 $ 1,837,438
Business Loan Center 5[ % 200,000

Certified Development Corps.

Self-Help Ventures Fund 151 $ 8,629,000

Avista Business Development 41 % 2,379,000

Wilmington Industrial Dev. 419 1,237,000

Training Activities and Events

Let us help you promote your training activities and seminars. We can post them to our website calendar. Four weeks
lead-time is required. E-mail updates to april.gonzalez@sba.gov or call (704) 344-6811.

IRS’s January 8" Tax Talk Today

The IRS’s January Tax Talk Today (TTT) program, “Getting Ready for the Filing Season 2008: Part 2 (Businesses)”,
on Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 2 p.m. will give tax professionals, their clients, and small business owners a head
start. The show’s panel of experts will discuss business tax return issues for small businesses and self-employed tax-
payers, recent tax law changes and updates for the 2007 tax year, IRS regulations, business credits, common errors,
and processing issues which impact filing business returns for the 2007 tax year.

The one-hour live programs begin at 2 p.m. ET on the second Tuesday of each month except April and August. In
addition to viewing live Webcasts and archived programs, listening to podcasts, reading show transcripts, subscribers
can order audio and video recordings from the Tax Talk Website. To access the Webcast at no charge, viewers can
register online at www.TaxTalkToday.tv.

To learn about the availability of IRS products and services, subscribe to IRS’s e-News for Small Businesses. To see a
representative sample and to start a free subscription to e-News, just go to IRS.gov at www.irs.gov/businesses/small/
content/0,,id=154826,00.html, type in your e-mail address and submit.
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Capital Resources for Small Business Owners

Several new and innovative capital resources became available to small business owners and entrepreneurs in
North Carolina. In an effort to embrace a “no wrong door” philosophy around access to capital in North Carolina.
Three organizations are collaborating to better serve the entrepreneurs and small to medium size firms across the
state. A series of information sessions are offered to brief you on these new capital programs and opportunities.
These new capital resources offer unique financing options for businesses and are designed to supplement and
partner with “traditional” financing options.

These sessions are not required to be eligible for funding. If you have any questions about a program feel free to
contact the staff person below for each new capital program. If you have general questions about the outreach ses-
sions, feel free to contact Ashley Crane at the Rural Center at 919-250-4314 or acrane@ncruralcenter.org.

Don Stewart Rick Larson Scott Daugherty

N.C. Rural Center Natural Capital Investment Fund SBTDC

Rural Venture Fund rlarson@conservationfund.org Inception Micro Angel Fund
dstewart@ncruralcenter.org 919-967-2223 x113 sdaugherty@sbtdc.org
919-250-4314 919-715-7272

Information Sessions
Dec.19 9:00am — Beaufort Community College
2:00pm — Halifax Community College
Jan. 10 9:00am — Robeson Community College
2:00pm — STARworks Center for Creative Enterprise
Jan. 17 9:00am — Western Piedmont Community College
1:30pm — King Public Library

Jan. 22 9:00am — Upper Coastal Plain Business Development Center

Agenda: 1- Information session on Rural Venture Fund
2- Information session on Natural Capital Investment Fund
3- Information session on Inception Micro Angel Funds

Cost: No cost. Light refreshments will be provided.
**Sessions will last approximately 2 hours**

Quote of the Month

Whenever an individual or a business decides that success has been attained, progress stops.
- Thomas J. Watson

Happy Holidays
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