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American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act has recently been passed. The new legislation
provides SBA with specific tools to make it easier and less expensive for small businesses to
get loans, give lenders new incentives make more loans, and help unfreeze the secondary
markets.

SBA has established teams to tackle a wide variety of policy decisions, system modifications,
regulatory changes, legal requirements, reporting requirements, and new program launches
authorized by the President and Congress.

More details on implementation will be coming over the next few weeks. Information on
these program changes will be upcoming in future newsletters.

For additional information on the Recovery Act please visit www.sba.gov/recovery and
WWW.recovery.gov.

Fraudulent Attempts to Obtain Bank
Account Information

Fraudulent letters were sent out with what appears to be an SBA letterhead to small
businesses across the country, advising recipients that they may be eligible for a tax
rebate under the Economic Stimulus Act, and that SBA is assessing their eligibility for
such a rebate. The letter asks the small business to provide the name of its bank and
account number.

These letters have not been sent by or authorized by the SBA, and all small businesses
are strongly advised not to respond to them.

The scheme is similar in many ways to e-mail scams often referred to as “phishing” that
seek personal data and financial account information that enables another party to ac-
cess and individual's bank accounts or to engage in identity theft.

Warn your business owner clients not to respond to letters falsely claiming to have been
sent by the SBA asking for bank account information in order to qualify them for federal
tax rebates.


http://www.sba.gov/recovery�
http://www.recovery.gov�
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Active Lender Rankings FY 2009 YTD: October 1, 2008 — February 28, 2008

7(a) 504 Participation 504 Participation
Lender Approvals Gross 7(@) $'s Loans $'s
BB&T 521 $ 11,857,000 2 $ 849,375
Superior Financial Group 42 $ 350,000
Surrey Bank & Trust 181 $ 1,861,500
Wachovia 12 $ 8,809,500
Bank of Granite 11 [ $ 1,171,200
Banco Popular 10| $ 2,685,800
Innovative Bank 10 $ 285,000
Self Help Credit Union 9 $ 5,495,400
PNC 8| $ 1,097,300
Borrego Springs Bank 81 % 325,000
RBCB 71 % 1,799,900
Certified Development Corps.
Self-Help Ventures Fund 121 $ 6,380,000
Centralina Development 41 $ 4,191,000
Avista 41 $ 1,437,000

Business Link North Carolina

Business Link North Carolina, BLNC, is a network of statewide, state-funded agencies and organizations that provide
services to the state's businesses. BLNC is a one-stop point of entry for your clients to find experts to help their busi-
nesses start, grow and succeed.

Starting a business, business planning, financing, growing an existing business, government contracting, licensing
and permits are examples of the assistance provided for the entrepreneur. Links take the entrepreneur to state re-
sources such as: Department of Commerce, Small Business Centers at the Community Colleges, and Small Busi-
ness & Technology Development Centers. The Department of Revenue answers questions on NC taxes, tax forms
and tax laws. A link to the Secretary of State provides answers on incorporating, and registering a trademark and ser-
vice mark.

Clients can go to the website www.blnc.gov and click an information link or a department link. Additional help or infor-
mation is provided by calling BLNC toll-free, 1-800-228-8443, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., to talk with a business
consultant.

Training Activities and Events

Let us help you promote your training activities and seminars. We can post them to our website calendar. Four weeks
lead-time is required. E-mail updates to april.gonzalez@sba.gov or call (704) 344-6811.



http://www.blnc.gov/�
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Reminder: “Small Business Days”

The North Carolina District Office is offering “Small Business Days” at the following chambers. “Small Business Days”
will offer chamber members and other small business owners the opportunity to discuss SBA loan programs with an SBA
Marketing and Outreach Specialist. The Chamber will schedule the appointments for the business owners.

Location Day Hours Phone Number
Cary Third Wednesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 919-467-1016
Charlotte Fourth Tuesday 9a.m.-4p.m. 704-344-6563
Gastonia Third Tuesday 9a.m.-1p.m. 704-864-2621
Greensboro First Tuesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 336-510-1234
Hendersonville Second Tuesday 9a.m.-12 p.m. 828-692-1413
Hickory Second Tuesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 828-328-6000 x224
Mooresville First Thursday 9a.m.-2p.m. 704-664-3898
Salisbury Fourth Wednesday 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 704-633-4221

Inside WWW.SBA.GOV

This month’s feature on the SBA website is “Services”. This section provides you and your clients with information on
the SBA programs and services. Here you will learn about the guarantee loan program, government contracting, SBA
resource partners and training opportunities.

Click on “SBA Loans” and find a snap shot of all the loan programs available to a small business. Each program details
the requirements for each loan, including special purpose loans and disaster recovery loans. Detailed requirements of
the 7(a) loan program, 504 CDC program, and disaster assistance. In addition there is a free online course: Finance
Primer: Guide to SBA's Loan Guaranty Programs for clients considering an SBA guarantee loan.

Next is “Counseling and Assistance” and find the resource partners, SCORE, SBTDC and WBCs. Click on a partner
and you are able to find a counselor in a given area of the state. SCORE offers one-on-one counseling for potential and
existing business owners thought face to face and online counseling. The SBTDC assists business owners who are
attempting to move their business to the next level. The Women'’s Business Centers, WBCs, provides training,
counseling and funding opportunities for both women and women entrepreneurs.

Click on “Online Training” to find the Small Business Training Network (SBTN). This area of the website allows your
client to take online courses targeted to meet the information needs of a small business owner.

Finally, click on “Laws and Regulations”. Here you will learn about what the government is doing to assist small busi-
ness through SBA reports, statistics, studies and the latest laws and regulations affecting small businesses.

For additional programs and links go to www.sba.gov/services.



http://web.sba.gov/sbtn/registration/index.cfm?CourseId=29�
http://web.sba.gov/sbtn/registration/index.cfm?CourseId=29�
http://web.sba.gov/sbtn/registration/index.cfm?CourseId=29�
http://web.sba.gov/sbtn/registration/index.cfm?CourseId=29�
http://www.sba.gov/services�
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TIMES SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Date County

Time

Event

Contact Number

MAR 31 Johnston

10am - 12 noon

Johnston County Workforce
Development Center

919-209-2015

SouthBank Bldg., 400 W. Main St.,

31 Durham 6:00 - 8:30 pm Durham 919-536-7241
APR 2 |Martin 6:00 - 8:00 pm Martin CC, SBC, Williamston 252-792-1521
Burlington Center, 1304 Plaza Dr.,
2 |Alamance 8:30 - 11:00 am _ |Burlington 336-506-4312
7 |Richmond 7:30 - 10:00 am  [Cole Auditorium 910-410-1687
21 [Nash 10am - 12 noon Nash CC (call for details) 252-451-8233
28 Richmond 7:30-10:00 am AB Gibson PD1 910-410-1687
Forsyth Tech CC, 601 W. 4th St.,
30 [Forsyth 3:00-5:00 pm \Winston-Salem, NC #105 336-631-1320
MAY 13 |Iredell 11lam- 1:00 pm Mitchell CC, Mooresville 704-878-3227
21 [Martin 11lam - 12 noon Senator Bob Martin Ag Center 252-792-1521 x202

Roanoke-Chowan Community

21 Hertford/Chowan 1:00 - 3:00 pm College, Auditorium 252-862-1279

JUN 2 |lredell 3:00 - 5:00 pm Mitchell CC, FD 205, Statesville 704-878-3227
\Western Wake Campus, 3434

17 Wake 9am - 12 noon Kildaire Farms Rd, Cary NC 919-335-1007

23 [Johnston

10am - 12 noon

Johnston CC (call for details)

919-209-2015

SEP 10 [Vance-Granville

9am - 12 noon

\Vance Granville CC South Campus

252-738-3240

NOV 19 Vance-Granville

9am - 12 noon

\Vance Granville CC Main Campus

252-738-3240

Quote of the Month

The key to realizing a dream is to focus not on success but on significance.

- Oprah Winfrey

s
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2009 Regional SBA Lenders Conferences

The SBA North Carolina District Office has just announced the dates for the Regional Lenders’ Conferences for 2009.
Encourage your area lenders to attend the upcoming events. Exact times, agendas and information will be forwarded to
the lenders.

Western NC

Monday, April 6 Flat Rock Blue Ridge Community College
Central NC

Tuesday, April 14 Greensboro Cooperative Extension Guilford County
Tuesday, April 21 Charlotte Charlotte Chamber of Commerce
Eastern NC

Wednesday, May 6 Cary Wake Tech Community College

Wednesday, May 13 Wilmington New Hanover County Library Landfall Branch

The half-day event will include:

e SBA's role in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
e The new SOP 50-10: Updates Effective March 2009

e Unilateral Matrix and Purchase Package System

e Regional Economic Development Panel
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