
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008 MISSISSIPPI SMALL BUSINESS WEEK AWARD WINNERS 
 
As we announce Mississippi’s 2009 SBA Small Business Persons and Champions, we take a moment to again 
recognize our 2008 award winners for their small business advocacy.  Thank you and continued success. 
 
Photos listed from center to top clockwise. 
 

Nicky Wayne Maxwell 
Small Business Person of the Year 
Owner and President 
Mississippi Security Police 
 
Joan Branson 
Frances Perkins Vanguard Award 
Small Business Liaison Officer 
Northrop Grumman 
 
Teresa Speir 
SBDC Service Excellence & 
Innovation Center Award 
University of Mississippi Gulf 
Coast MSBDC 
 
Becky Gillette 
Small Business Journalist  
Freelance Writer/Photographer 
 

Sister Lisa Polega 
Minority Small Business Champion 
Microenterprise Coordinator 
Sacred Heart Southern Missions 
 
Marcia McDowell 
STAR Award 
Director 
South Mississippi Contract 
Procurement Center, Inc. 
 
Joshua H. Poole 
Financial Services Champion 
Vice President 
Bank of Yazoo 


