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Karen Gordon Mills Confirmed 

By Senate as SBA Administrator 


The U.S. Senate confirmed by unanimous consent President Barack Obama’s nomination of Karen 
Gordon Mills as the 23rd Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration on April 3, 2009. 

“Small business is the backbone of the American economy,” Mills said upon her confirmation. “The SBA 
has a vital role to play in supporting our nation’s small businesses so that they can be the key driver in 
getting our economy moving again. I look forward to leading this critical agency at this important time. 

“I want to thank President Obama for this opportunity to serve as a voice for our nation’s small business 
owners and entrepreneurs,” Mills said. “I would also like to express my appreciation to Darryl Hairston 
for his leadership as Acting Administrator during this transition, along with everyone at the SBA for the 
hard work they are doing to implement the important programs of the Recovery Act.” 

In testimony on April 1 before the Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship, Mills 
discussed her hands-on experience managing and helping to grow small businesses.   

“I was there on the factory floor in Arkansas and Ohio working to weather the recession of the early 
‘90s,” she said. “Those experiences give me a deep understanding of what our small businesses need 
today to survive this downturn and to prosper in the years ahead. Since then, I have helped grow 
companies in organic food, and women’s media, and spent time in rural Maine working with our boat 
builders and composite technology to help them compete throughout the globe. 

“The sum of my experience is this: I am a believer in American small business. I am a believer in 
America’s ability to manufacture goods and services that are world class, and I am a believer in 
America’s spirit of entrepreneurship. This spirit is one of our country’s greatest assets and we need to 
cultivate it today, more than ever.” 

As Administrator of the SBA, Mills will direct a federal agency with more than 2,000 full-time 
employees, with a leading role in helping small business owners and entrepreneurs secure financing, 
technical assistance and training, and federal contracts. SBA also plays a leading role in disaster recovery 
by making low interest loans. 

Mills, of Brunswick, Maine, was president of MMP Group and has a 25-year career of investing in and 
growing small businesses. In 2007, she was appointed by Maine Gov. John Baldacci as chair of the state’s 
Council on Competitiveness and the Economy, where she focused on attracting investment in rural and 
regional development initiatives. She also co-authored a Brookings Institute paper on competitive 
clusters. 

Mills is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and has served as vice chairman of the 
Harvard Overseers. She holds a degree in economics from Harvard University and an MBA from Harvard 
Business School, where she was a Baker Scholar. Mills and her husband Barry Mills, president of 
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, have three sons. 
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 A special thanks to the 
Department of Economic & 
Community Development , 
Finance Authority of Maine, 
our lenders and resource 
partners for the successful 
Access to Capital Forums 
recently held around the 
state. 

Helping small businesses 
start, grow and succeed. 

Your Small Business Resource 
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Top Lenders 
First 2 quarters of FY 09 

as of March 31, 2009 
Merrill Merchants Bank 

Most Loans (23) 
and 

Merrill Merchants Bank 
Total Dollars $3,190,000 

Top 504 Lender 
Granite State Economic 

Development Corporation 
13 Loans—$5,745,000 
Top 504 Third Party 

Lender 
Androscoggin Savings 

Bank 
3 loans—$1,503,500 

******************** 
American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 2009 
For ARRA information 
from the Small Business 
Administration, Internal 
Revenue Service and the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture, and how it 
can benefit businesses, 
visit the following web 
sites: 

SBA: www.sba.gov/ 
recovery 

IRS: www.irs.gov 
USDA:  www.usda.gov 

************************* 

For a complete listing of our 
upcoming events as well as 
events being conducted by 
our resource partners go to: 
www.sba.gov/me and click on 
“Events Calendar” link on 
the right-hand sidebar. 
Training is also available 
online at Free Online 
Courses! 
************************* 

Need 1 or 100 copies of the 
Maine Resource Guide for 

your customers?  
Send an email to 

Maine_DO@sba.gov 

Brunswick, Maine resident named to SBA National Team 

Toby J.G. McGrath is associate administrator for the Office of Field Operations.  Before he led 
President Obama’s state campaign effort in Maine, McGrath held a number of staff positions in 
the statehouse in Augusta, including caucus director for the House Democratic Campaign Com-
mittee and chief of staff in the Office of the House Majority Leader and the Office of the 
Speaker of the House. 

Business.gov Launches First Government-Sponsored 

 Online Community for Small Businesses 


SBA’s Business Gateway Program has launched a new web initiative http://Community.Business.gov 
the first government-sponsored online community built specifically for small businesses.  

An extension of Business.gov, the Business.gov Community combines discussion forums, blogs, an idea 
exchange, and more, and offers advanced tools for navigating the labyrinth of government resources, 
policies, laws, and opportunities that impact the small business owners. 

In addition to providing a “home” where users can share expertise and unique experiences, the site also 
provides a pioneering opportunity for small business to provide direct input into Business.gov and voice 
the ways government and the online community can better serve them. 

Over the new few months, the Business.gov Community will expand to include additional features and 
resources that address specific  user interests and provide access to the wider pool of government and  
Business.gov partner resources available to the small business owner. 

University of Maine Cooperative Extension offers 
small and home-based businesses Tips for a Recession 

UMaine Extension’s virtual resource library is an online business management resource. 
Among the many topics is a new section entitled “Surviving Tough Times”.  To access the 
virtual resource library, visit http://www.umext.maine.edu/Waldo/business 

Ready Talk Training 

The SBA Maine District Office will conduct Web-based lender training as listed below. Training starts at 
10:00 a.m. To join us, call 866-740-1260 and log in at www.readytalk.com. The access code for 
each session is 3017201.  Training topics listed below.  For more information, contact Helen Brimigion, 
Lender Relations Specialist, at (207) 622-8394 or helen.brimigion@sba.gov. 

Date Topic Host 

TBA Recover Act Updates Helen Brimigion 

TBA E-TRAN System Helen Brimigion 

TBA SOP 50-10 5 Helen Brimigion 
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