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THE OFFICE OF VETERANS BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

U.S. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

The Office of Veterans Business Development was established with passage of Public Law 106-50, The Veterans Entrepreneurship and Small Business Development Act of 1999, on August 17, 1999, under the guidance and direction of the Associate Administrator for Veterans Business Development.

The primary mission of the Office of Veterans Business Development (OVBD) is to conduct comprehensive outreach, to formulate, execute and promote policies and programs of the Administration that provide business management and other assistance to small business concerns owned and controlled by veterans and by service-disabled veterans, and to act as a Ombudsman for full consideration of veterans in all administration programs.  Since the establishment of the Office of Veterans Business Development, the Small Business Administration has taken impressive strides in expanding assistance to veteran and service-disabled veteran small business owners and entrepreneurs.  Specifically, the Office of Veterans Business Development has established an outreach database of approximately 55,000 veteran and service-disabled veteran-owned small business concerns and website exclusively for veterans, service-disabled veterans, and Reserve and National Guard member small business owners and entrepreneurs.

The Office of Veterans Business Development provides funding and collaborative assistance for a number of special initiatives targeting local veterans, service-disabled veterans and Reserve and National Guard members, including the Veteran Business Outreach Centers (VBOCs), the business assistance tool, Getting Veterans Back to Business, for self-employed members of the Reserve and National Guard to prepare and assist in restarting or reestablishing their business upon return from active duty.  The manual includes an interactive CD ROM with a wealth of information on reestablishing a small business and information on various business assistance resources available to assist Reservist and National Guard member entrepreneurs.  The CD also contains down loadable and printable information on loans, procurement and information describing the full range of SBA’s assistance to any veteran.  In addition SBA has established an online MatchMaking segment that may prove useful to both veterans and service-disabled veterans, as well as to self-employed members of the Reserve and National Guard.  
SBA has established Veterans Business Development Officers (VBDOs) in each SBA District Office.  The Veterans Business Development Officers are your local point of contact within the district office to assist veteran small business owners and entrepreneurs with starting, managing and growing successful small business concerns.   

A listing of SBA programs, services and tools available to assist veterans, along with the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers of our Veterans Business Development Officers is attached.
PROGRAMS
VETERAN BUSINESS OUTREACH CENTERS (VBOC)
The Veterans Business Outreach Centers are full range business assistance centers that offer counseling, training and business assistance tools designed to aid veteran and service-disabled veteran entrepreneurs and self-employed members of the Reserve and National Guard start, manage and grow successful small business concerns or restart or reestablish their small businesses upon return from active duty.
Some of the services provided by the Veterans Business Outreach Centers include:

1. Pre-Business Plan Workshops

2. Concept Assessment

3. Business Plan Preparations

4. Comprehensive Feasibility Analysis
5. Entrepreneurial Training

6. Mentorship

Center Locations and Areas of Coverage

1. The Research Foundation of the State University of New York

www.nyssbdc.or/vboc
2. The University of West Florida in Pensacola

www.vboc.org
3. The University of Texas-Pan American

www.vboc@panam.edu
4. Vietnam Veterans Outreach Center

www.vboc-ca.org
Other programs and services available to veterans through OVBD are:
1. Office of Veterans Business Development Website

2.  Initial e-Counseling
3. Reservist/National Guard Member Website

4. Veteran Business Development Officers

sba programs and services

5. Entrepreneurial Assistance through the Office of Entrepreneurial Development includes:

a. score

b. small business development centers (SBDCs)

c. women’s business centers (WBCs)

6.  Financial Assistance

a. MRIEDL LOAN

b. 7(a) Guaranty loan

c.  504 loan

d. micro-loan

e. pre-loan qualification program

f. International Trade
g. surety bond

7.  Procurement Assistance

For more detailed information on the programs and services that SBA provides to veteran small business owners and entrepreneurs, as well as Reservists and National Guard member entrepreneurs, visit our websites at www.sba.gov/vets or www.sba.gov/reservists.
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